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Randi Juda Bianco, Esq. 

Federal Defenders Office 
4 Clinton Square, 3 rd Floor 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Re: People v. Gary J. Thibodeau 

Indictment No. 94-161 

Dear Randi: 


On Friday, February 22,2013,1 received information from a local attorney who had 
received a phone call from Tonya Priest, who claimed to have information regarding Heidi 
Allen’s disappearance. On that same day, I contacted Priest by telephone and arranged a 
telephone interview with an investigator from the Oswego County Sheriffs Department for the 
following Monday, February 25 th . 

On February 25,2013, Inv. James Pietroski and I spoke with Priest by telephone, and that 
interview was recorded. Based upon the information that Priest provided, I made arrangements to 
have her come to New York for an in-person interview, which took place on February 28,2013. 

During the February 28 th interview, Priest claimed that she heard James Steen make oral 
admissions to being personally involved in the disappearance and killing of Heidi Allen. 
According to Priest, Steen stated that he and two other males—Roger Breckenridge and Michael 
Bohrer—were involved. Priest also stated that Steen claimed that Breckenridge’s then- 
girlfriend, Jennifer Wescott, was a witness to some of the events. Written statements were 
obtained from Priest. 

Given the nature of Priest’s allegations, we arranged to have her make contact with 
Jennifer Wescott. Initially, the contact took place through Facebook and via text messages. 
Ultimately, we made arrangements to have Priest make a monitored telephone call to Wescott. 



Investigators from the Sheriff’s Department subsequently interviewed Wescott and 
obtained a written statement from her. She denied any knowledge about Heidi Allen’s 
disappearance or death. She denied the allegations made by Priest. 

Investigators from the Sheriff’s Department ultimately interviewed James Steen and 
Roger Breckenridge, both of whom are presently serving state prison sentences. Most notably, 
James Steen is incarcerated on murder convictions stemming from a 9/12/10 incident in which he 
killed two individuals with a shotgun. 

Both Steen and Breckenridge denied any knowledge about or involvement with Heidi 
Allen’s disappearance or death. Both men gave a written statement to investigators. 

Sheriff’s investigators subsequently interviewed Michael Bohrer, who also denied any 
knowledge about Heidi Allen’s disappearance or death. The interview of Bohrer was digitally 
recorded. During the interview, Bohrer showed investigators a bag of folders, books, and papers, 
some of which referenced Heidi Allen’s disappearance. The investigators seized / secured a 
plastic bag containing these writings, which are now in evidence at the Sheriff’s Department. 

Further, investigators also interviewed Megan Shaw, who was identified by Tonya Priest 
as possibly having information. Shaw claims that in the Spring of 2010, James Steen made oral 
statements indicating that he helped dispose of Heidi Allen’s body. A written statement was 
obtained from Shaw. 

Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 are copies of the following documents: 

1. Oswego County Sheriffs Dept. CID Contact Record (2 pages); 

2. Statement of Tonya Priest dated 2/28/13 (3 pages); 

3. Statement of Tonya Priest dated 3/1/13 (12 pages); 

4. Facebook messages between Tonya Priest and Jennifer Wescott (5 pages); 

5. Copies of photos taken of text messages sent between Tonya Priest and Jennifer 
Wescott(33 pages); 

6. E-mails from Tonya Priest, forwarding text messages that were exchanged with 
Jennifer Wescott (17 pages); and 

7. E-mails from Tonya Priest, showing Facebook communications with an 
individual named “Douglas Hartranft” (7 pages); 

Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 are copies of the following documents: 

1. Statement of Jennifer Wescott dated 3/7/13(1 page); 

2. Statement of James Steen dated 3/15/13 (1 page); 

3. Statement of Roger Breckenridge dated 3/19/13 (2 pages); 

4. Receipt for Property from Michael Bohrer dated 3/21/13 (1 page); 

5. Photos taken during interview of Michael Bohrer (5 pages); and 

6. Statement of Megan Shaw dated 5/2/13 (1 page). 



Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 are copies of the following items: 


1. CD of digital recording of 2/26/13 phone call interview with Tonya Priest; 

2. CD of digital recording of 3/2/13 phone call between Tonya Priest and Jennifer 

Wescott; 

3. CD of digital recording of 3/7/13 interview of Jennifer Wescott; 

4. CD of digital recording of 3/21/13 interview of Michael Bohrer; and 

5. CD of digital photos taken of text messages on Jennifer Wescott’s cell phone. 

Additionally, in April of this year, my office received information that a recent arrestee 
named Charles Bliss claimed to have information regarding the location of Heidi Allen’s body. 
Shortly thereafter, I received information from Onondaga County Chief Assistant DA Rick 
Trunfio that an inmate in their facility (Matthew Roach) claimed to have overheard another 
inmate (Charles Bliss) talking about the location of Heidi Allen’s body. Sheriffs investigators 
interviewed Roach on April 23,2013 and took a written statement from him. 

On April 23,2013, Sheriffs investigators also interviewed Charles Bliss and obtained a 
written statement from him. During the interview, Bliss claimed that he was shown the location 
of Heidi Allen’s body over 20 years ago, after high school but before he went into the Navy in 
1991. If his timeline is correct, his claimed observation of Heidi Allen’s body preceded her 
disappearance by approximately 3 years. As such, it appears that Mr. Bliss does not have 
reliable information. 

Nevertheless, attached hereto as Exhibit 4 are copies of the following documents: 

1. Handwritten notes of Oswego County Sheriffs Deputy J. Burke (1 page); 

2. Inmate Letter from Matthew Roach (2 pages), along with “cover letter” from 
Onondaga County Chief ADA Rick Trunfio (1 page); 

3. Statement of Matthew Roach dated 4/23/13 (1 page); 

4. Statement of Charles Bliss dated 4/23/13 (2 pages); and 

5. Drawing / diagram made by Charles Bliss dated 4/23/13 (1 page). 

I am providing all of the foregoing information, documents, and CDs pursuant to the 
People’s ongoing duty to provide Bradv material in this matter. 

Further, I would like to memorialize the fact that you and I have been having ongoing 
discussions about this matter since February 26,2013, at which time I advised you that I had just 
spoken with an individual from out-of-state (who you would later learn was Tonya Priest) who 
claimed to have information about the disappearance and presumed killing of Heidi Allen. 

From that date forward, we spoke on multiple occasions, and I shared additional 
information with you as the investigation continued. Although I initially could not provide 
names of the specific persons involved due to the fact that the investigation was ongoing, I 
shared information regarding the nature and substance of the claims being made. 









Please know that I truly appreciate your cooperation and patience as the Sheriff’s 
Department and my office sought to follow up on the new information and conduct a thorough 
investigation to find the truth. I likewise respect and appreciate your willingness to keep 
confidentiality so as to not compromise the integrity of the investigation. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you. 


Vew truly yours, * 

S'' 

GREGORY 5. OAKES 


Enc. 


District Attorney 


cc: 


Hon. Walter Hafiier, Jr. 
Gary J. Thibodeau 



